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Abstract:

This study examines the tribe in Libyan society as a social and
historical system that transcends perceptions that reduce it to a
traditional framework preceding the modern state or to structural
remnants that hinder the process of modernization. The study addresses
the problem of explaining the continuity of the tribe and its role in
Libyan society, and the extent to which this continuity reflects
structural stability or a dynamic capacity for adaptation and
transformation. The study adopts an interpretive socio-historical
approach, drawing on the distinction between social statics and social
dynamics, while reformulating this distinction in a manner appropriate
to the specificity of the Libyan context. This is achieved by tracing the
trajectory of the tribe through different historical stages, beginning with
the pre-modern state period, passing through the Ottoman era and the
colonial context, and extending to the rentier state.

The study aims to identify the mechanisms through which the tribal
system operates and the patterns of its historical transformation, while
demonstrating that the tribe did not disappear from the social structure
only to re-emerge during periods of crisis. Rather, it remained
continuously present, assuming renewed roles and functions in
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accordance with political and social transformations. The study also
seeks to move beyond historical description toward the construction of
sociological generalizations that contribute to formulating a theoretical
model derived from the Libyan reality, capable of explaining the
dynamics through which Libyan social life is produced and reproduced
in light of the dialectical relationship between stability and
transformation.

Keywords: Tribe, Libyan Society, Historical Sociology, Sociological
Interpretation, Social Stability and Transformation, Social Dynamics
and Statics
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