(2026 smaisw) 33 2l G yall - ALyl o glad) Adaa
ISSN3106-0048 ehsj.elmergib.edu.ly

At (p1911-1551) (Aladial) agall DA Lol abical) Jasdads Jalail)
Aalaal) Aty Badlgl) bl o (glamall Cinsill B Aulilas

1Al e Ahas g, s

2026.09.30 : il fi)li 02026 .08.10 :J 58l )l 2026.07.18 i) )l

: padlal)
Aol aaleadl) Jaass Ll (g)lanally oAl Jdaslly duhall 238 Jolim
B b Aficie Lfsy Bead aw Chagy (p1911-1551) Jldall agall L)
e eSS g sadlsl) Ljlaaall JIKEY) o dasp AU Dbilasl] bl
sraslly Al zeid)l Auball cade) Cia ddadl Al Glaaad)
Al Gleasall (o o383 el Jplastl) elaiiad (jlaally Ll
G sk Al i WS (JalSIL slaaall aalisally o(A081) Al
(eals sls) saaniall il Jawis g ra cqgulil) (all SHLN (e lal
Aojlenall angll Jadd Qs Sialy (Aisgall 255l £ Lasi ) Ysea
Ssbadl I il apdl Liedl e G Jsad Taaly cdzdl
ALYl dagayal) BaacYly dniaall (AL Culaall s o Slaal
Ol LK) (gmall geil) aa lgallgay Opaeall JISE canSs )

As cfic daall @by & dall) sleaadl of ) duball paldty oygadl

amalmarkheeyah@elmergib.edu.ly—cdall deals dabudly HEY) LI —duadla) JBY) aud- &)l M !
127



(2026 smaisw) 33 2l G yall - ALyl o glad) Adaa
ISSN3106-0048 ehsj.elmergib.edu.ly

dopelly Aol Baddasl c mes luse Bl cnnl Lely (glare s
i) G5 agal due g dilial (< Lae cAcslond

~$lerall Jashdill Llal —lud 8 dsldiall §Hleadl :dsalidall clall
ool Baneie aalisall —HI- (gjlanal) CanSill

Patterns of Mosque Planning in Libya During the Ottoman Era
(1551-1911 AD): An Analytical Study of Architectural Adaptation
Between Imported Styles and the Local Environment

Abu Rawi Mustafa Ali Al-Markhiya
Received: Jul. 18, 2026; Accepted: Aug. 10, 2026 Puplished: Sep. 30, 2026

Abstract:

This study presents a historical and architectural analysis of the
planning typologies of Libyan mosques during the Ottoman era (1551
1911 CE). It aims to address a research gap characterized by the
scarcity of analytical studies linking imported architectural forms to the
mechanisms of their adaptation to local environmental determinants.
Employing historical, descriptive-analytical, and comparative
methodologies, the research investigates the general layouts, which
varied between integrated religious complexes (kiilliye) and fully
roofed mosques. The study traces the evolution of the prayer hall from
the traditional Arab hypostyle style, through the multi-domed system
(Ulu Cami), to the ultimately dominant central-dome scheme. The
analysis extends to detailed architectural elements, documenting the
transformation of minarets from the Maghrebi square plan to the
Ottoman cylindrical form, and highlighting mihrabs distinguished by
carved stucco decorations and paired columns. It also examines the
adaptation of courtyard forms and locations in response to the dense
urban fabric of walled cities. The study concludes that Libyan

128



(2026 smaisw) 33 2l G yall - ALyl o glad) Adaa
ISSN3106-0048 ehsj.elmergib.edu.ly

architecture during this period represented a conscious process of
architectural adaptation, resulting in a hybrid style that merged
environmental functionality with political symbolism. This constitutes a
qualitative addition to the understanding of the region's architectural
heritage.

Keywords: Ottoman Architecture in Libya, Architectural Planning
Typologies, Architectural Adaptation; Kiilliye, Multi-domed Mosques
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