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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of scientific exchange between
the Islamic West (Maghreb) and East (Mashreq) during the Middle
Ages, with a particular focus on the role of scholarly travel in shaping a
unified intellectual and civilizational framework within the Islamic
world. The research aims to analyze the motivations behind scholars’
journeys, identify the major routes and centers of knowledge, and
explore the impact of this exchange on the development of transmitted,
rational, and spiritual sciences.

The study adopts a historical-analytical approach by tracing the
movement of scholars and travelers, analyzing travel literature and
biographical sources, and linking them to the political and social
contexts that facilitated or hindered such exchanges.

The findings reveal that scholarly travel was not merely a means of
acquiring knowledge, but a civilizational institution that contributed to
overcoming geographical barriers, unifying educational systems, and
reinforcing linguistic and doctrinal unity. The study also demonstrates
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that the relationship between the Maghreb and the Mashreq evolved
from one of reception to mutual influence, with Maghrebi scholars
playing a significant role in refining and retransmitting knowledge.
Furthermore, the research highlights the role of this exchange in
preserving Islamic intellectual heritage, advancing scientific
methodologies, fostering interdisciplinary integration, and contributing
to the transmission of knowledge to Europe through al-Andalus.
Keywords: Islamic Civilization Maghreb, Mashreq, Middle Ages,
Scientific Exchange, Scholarly Travel
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