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Abstract:

This study investigates the role of Arab-Islamic cultural heritage
in shaping urban planning patterns in Libya and examines its
contribution to the formation of urban identity and the -cultural
attractiveness of Libyan cities. The research analyzes the historical
evolution of urban planning in Libya across different periods, including
the classical era, the Ottoman rule, the Italian colonial period, and the
modern Libyan state.

The study highlights the main characteristics of the Islamic city,
particularly the spatial organization of residential quarters, markets,
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mosques, and traditional housing forms that reflect social and cultural
values such as privacy, social cohesion, and community interaction. It
also explores the influence of political policies, economic changes, and

demographic transformations on the development of urban planning in
Libya.

Tripoli is used as a case study to illustrate the interaction between
traditional urban fabric and modern planning practices. Furthermore,
the research reviews the three major generations of urban planning
strategies implemented in Libya since the 1960s and discusses the
challenges that affected their implementation, including rapid
population growth, rural-to-urban migration, and the expansion of
informal urban areas.

The study concludes that preserving the Arab-Islamic urban identity
while incorporating modern planning tools remains a key challenge for
sustainable urban development in Libya.

Keywords: Urban Planning, Islamic City, Arab-Islamic Culture, Libya,
Urban Identity
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