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Abstract:

Nouns are either declining or indeclinable. Declension is the default state,

whereas indeclinability is restricted to specific categories, including the
definite singular vocative. Grammarians have differed regarding the
underlying cause of its indeclinability and its departure from the norm, as
well as its construction on the sign of the nominative case or its substitute.

This study, entitled "Grammarians' Views on the Indeclinability of the
Definite Singular Vocative: Its Cause and Construction on the Nominative
Case or its Substitute," aims to answer the following questions:

Why is it indeclinable? Why is its indeclinability based on a vowel ending
(Harakah)? Why is it specifically constructed on the nominative case or its
substitute ?To this end, the study examines and explores the opinions of
grammarians, the most prominent of which include: treating it as a
phonetic noun; its formal and semantic resemblance to indeclinable nouns
as a cause for its indeclinability; the occurrence and inherent nature of
indeclinability as a reason for its vocalic construction; its specific use of
the nominative case or its substitute due to its similarity to the adverbs
before (Qablu) and after (Ba'du);and the prohibition of its construction on
the accusative or genitive cases to prevent ambiguity.

Keywords: Grammarians' Views, Indeclinability (Binaa), Vocative
(Munada), Singular, Definiteness in the Chapter of Vocative (Munada)
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